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HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.21 pm]: I do not intend to 
delay the house for too long tonight. I want to speak in support of a decision recently taken by the 
commonwealth government to tighten the rules around the conscientious objector exemption relating to 
children’s vaccination and access to the childcare benefit, the childcare rebate and the family tax benefit part A 
end-of-year supplement. As members would be aware from the great deal of press that has occurred in the past 
couple of weeks, from 1 January 2016 this assistance will be removed for those parents who choose not to 
immunise their children. I understand that that decision has received bipartisan support and I think that is a very 
good thing. A couple of exemptions did remain—exemptions on medical and religious grounds. However, there 
has been further movement on that since the original announcement. The exemption remains for circumstances 
in which children cannot be vaccinated due to medical grounds, which is appropriate. I understand that in recent 
days the Minister for Social Services, Scott Morrison, has advised that the one religious exemption has been 
withdrawn as the Church of Christ, Scientist, which had the exemption, is not advising members to avoid 
vaccinating their children. I also understand that the government will not be authorising any further exemption 
applications from religious organisations. 

Mr President, you may recall that a couple of weeks or so ago I spoke in this place about the importance of 
immunisation, in part in response to the call by the mother of four-week-old Riley Hughes, who tragically lost 
his tiny life after complications from contracting whooping cough, a preventable disease. I also recognise that 
Hon Sue Ellery, who is out of the chamber on urgent parliamentary business, spoke on the same subject. I 
support her comments as well. At the time I spoke about the prospect of new recommendations being made 
regarding vaccinations against pertussis, or whooping cough, as it is better known. I am pleased to say that since 
then, updated advice has been provided that recommends routine vaccination of pregnant women against 
whooping cough during the third trimester of each pregnancy. As I mentioned in my contribution a couple of 
weeks ago, research has shown that there is no increase in the risk of serious adverse problems, including still 
birth, low birth rate or haemorrhage. This changed advice also brings Australia into line with other countries, 
including the United Kingdom, the United States of America and New Zealand, which for some time have been 
routinely advising expectant mothers to have the vaccine. 

In response to this updated advice, I am very pleased that our health minister, Hon Kim Hames, has responded 
quickly and that for the first time whooping cough vaccinations are being offered free to pregnant women in this 
state. This is a very good decision as we know that it will help protect babies from infection in the first few 
months of life when they are at their most vulnerable. I am also pleased, as I said at the beginning of my speech, 
that the commonwealth has introduced a new policy—no jab, no play and no pay for child care.  

Despite all the available medical evidence in favour of immunisation, there continues to be an increasing number 
of conscientious objectors. Although the vast majority of children are vaccinated—I repeat, it is the vast 
majority—I understand that some 39 000 children aged under seven are not vaccinated because their parents are 
vaccine objectors. This is an increase of more than 24 000 children in just over 10 years. I endorse the 
commonwealth’s decision on this issue. Some in the community who do not support it have suggested that the 
commonwealth is removing parental choice. It is not; it is just saying that if people make the choice not to 
vaccinate, they will not receive a benefit. It is the parent’s decision and the parent’s decision alone.  

I do not pretend that this initiative will necessarily lead to 100 per cent vaccination rates. There will, of course, 
be children who still cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons, and there will still be vaccine objectors within 
our community, but I do think it will have a positive effect. I also believe—I raised this with the health 
minister—that greater awareness of the importance of booster shots to maintain resistance would also be 
incredibly valuable. At the end of the day, we should support initiatives that increase vaccination rates and we 
should continue to encourage people to vaccinate their children, not only for their children’s health, but also for 
the health of others. 

In conclusion, I want to read from an ABC news article that quotes the president of the Australian Academy of 
Science, Suzanne Cory. It states — 

“Vaccination is incredibly important for our society to keep us free of infectious diseases,” ... 

“You just have to think back to the early days of Australia and look in the cemeteries and see how many 
young children died of infectious diseases before we had these wonderful vaccines and before we had 
antibiotics. 

“It is of concern that there are these pockets of conscientious objection to vaccination that are 
growing,” ... 
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“I don’t think people understand that they’re not just choosing for their own family, they’re putting at 
risk the wider community.” 

I could not have said it better myself. 

I simply want to commend the commonwealth government for taking what I think is a good, positive step. I also 
want to again recognise our health minister, Kim Hames, for responding so quickly when the changed and 
updated advice was provided to ensure that expectant mothers can access the vaccine so that their babies will 
have better protection when they are born. 
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